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Do not be afraid, I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all
the people. Today in the town of
David a Saviour has been bon to you;
he is Christ the Lord. Luke 2,10-11

The crib, usually a well-made self-
standing frame with a fresh straw
filling, is the enduring symbol of
Christmas. This is far from reality.
The Bible makes it clear that the
crib was a manger with animal
feed and that the accommodation
for mother and child was emer-
gency arrangements because of
the lack of rooms in the inn.
Another wrong impression is that
the ‘great joy’ announced by the
angels to the shepherds in the
Judean hills was the babe laid in
the manger. The actual words
refer to the babe as the sign of a
Saviour, particularly that he was
wrapped in swaddling bands -
burial cloths!

What then was the joy? It was not
the incarnation, God in human
form, marvelous though that was;
the ‘great joy’ was not in the babe,
but that the Saviour of the world
had come.
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CROSS

God did not send His Son into the
world to condemn the world, but to

save the world through Him
John 3,17

It is at the cross, not the crib,
that we see the great joy of
Christmas. God sent His Son to
Bethlehem, at Christmas; He
gave His Son at Calvary, at
Easter.

‘Christ the Lord’, the babe of
Bethlehem was born to be the
saviour of the world. Like all
Christmas gifts, salvation has to
be accepted. We are able to un-
derstand the great joy of Christ-
mas when we look beyond the
crib to see the cross and accept
God’s gift of salvation.

May God's richest
blessing be yours as
you receive the great
joy of Christmas
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God has given us eternal life, and
this life is in his Son. He who has the
Son has life; he who does not have
the Son of God does not have life
1 John 5,11-12

The great joy announced by the
angels cannot be seen in the crib
alone - only in the crib and the
Cross.

Together, the crib and the cross
can only point to the fact that
Christmas has the potential to
bring great joy. The crown is es-
sential to understanding and expe-
riencing the great joy of Christmas
- the joy is in believing and not in
seeing.

Like any present at Christmas, the
gift has to be not only believed and
seen, but also accepted before it
can be possessed. Receiving
means accepting the Kingship of
Christ, not only for the rest of the
world or for eternity but in our
lives right now.

The joy of Christmas is readily
available to all to see the Saviour
in the crib, acknowledge the
Christ of the cross and accept
Jesus as Lord and King.






