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WHO, WHo. 1

he new Mel Gibson film, The Passion of The
Christ, has stirred controversy both
amongst Christians and amongst non-believers

or adherents to other faiths. The critical‘reac--
%ﬁk#ﬁed

tion focuses largely on the question
Jesus? Some say it is anti- Sem:tlc i
the Jews

individuals, groups and authorltte&were iﬁvolved in
the death of Jesus and might be said’ to have some
responsibility.

The Roman soldiers forming the executid:_n squad
drove the nails into His hands and the spearifto His
side. Surely they killed Jesus. Or were they merely
obeying orders as good Roman soldiers? Were their

officers responsible, such as the centurion in chargle_- o

who finally recognised the divinity of Jesus?

Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor,
could authorise an execution, assented to the killing
of Jesus even though three times he cleared Jesus
of the charges against Him. Although he symboli-
cally washed his hands of responsibility, was he not
the one who killed Jesus whom he acknewledged to
be a king?

The religious leaders of the day, €aiaphas, the chief

priests and the Sanhedrin saw Jesus as a threat to
their authority and ‘convicted’ Him out of envy with
the aid of two false witnesses. They delivered Jesus

-and.set m
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Who killed Jesus?

to Pilate because they sought the execution of
Jesus but had no authority to order it. Was theirs
the-greatest responsibility?

The fickle crowd which welcomed Jesus on Palm
Sunday cried Crucify Him just a few days later.
Were they not responsible for influencing Herod and
Pﬂate, ,gmd suppoftmg theievil plans of the Jewish

57 He betrayed Jesus into the
religious leaders and the soldiers,
‘the events which led to the awful
death of }esus on the Cross.

What about Jgsus H“mseif does Scripture not tell
us that ;eﬁm;wiuntamy offered Himself in order to

fulfil the divine plans which were set-in place with

the fﬁundation of the world?

ips. the question Who killed Jesus?, as
d by the film now on general release, is not
tmpOrtant one. The question- What about you,

.'who do you say that I am? Jesus asked of Peter is

much more crucial and demands. an:answer. Pilate
gave a true answer when he declared Jesus to be
King; the centurion recognised Jesus as the Son of
God. Some time before when Peter was asked the
guestion he replied You are God's Messiah. Easter
puts to us the question What about you? Can we
answer like Peter, the centurion and Pilate in recog-
nising the truth of Christ and the salvation He offers?

What about you; who do you say Jesus is?

Space for more...

1 The numbers attending our regular meetings
is increasing. We still have space for many
more. Programmes for the next term, which
begins on May 12th, will soon be available..
Do take some spare copies and consider who
you might bring.
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