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That was a year

What a year 2005 has
been! It started with a
tsunami in the Indian Ocean
which killed many thousands
and ended with an earth-
quake that killed many thou-
sands. During the year we
had terrorist bombs in Lon-
don and heard of the horrific
suicide bombings in Iraq and
other countries; several air-
craft have crashed with con-
siderable loss of life and a
number of very severe hurri-
canes hit countries in the
Caribbean.

Famine has again been a
reality for many in Africa,
despite earlier warnings at
the United Nations. Man’s
inhumanity to fellow men
has again been apparent,
notably in Zimbabwe and the
Sudan.Many will be pleased
that the year has ended, but
what should the Christian
attitude to be to all these
events?

- that was

Job had difficulty in accept-
ing the suffering endured by
the righteous - but, like the
Psalmist, he also questioned
why the ungodly appeared
to prosper. Itis not surpris-
ing that we should ask the
same questions, but we are
no more likely to get a pre-
cise answer.,

Both Job and the Psalmist
had to take the longer view
before they could reach any
understanding. We must do
the same and beware of
smart answers. We can be
sure that God will reveal His
will and purpose in the end.
When we see this for our-
selves we shall stop demand-
ing answers from God and
simply trust Him.

In the midst of his unex-
plained suffering, Job was
able to declare that ‘though
he slay me, yet will I hope in
him’ Job 13,15

NOTE THE DATE

Our first meeting in 2006 will be on Wednesday 11th January

_ :

when Ian Stackhouse, our Senior Pastor, will be our speaker.

CHRISTMAS 2005

May God's richest
blessing be yours as
you receive the great
joy of Christmas

NewFocus holiday
11th-16th June 2006

We shall be returning to the
south-west for our holiday next
year. Once again we shall enjoy
the hospitality of the Sidholm
Hotel which. is within easy walk-
ing distance of the centre of Sid-
mouth with its interesting shops
and attractive promenade.

The hotel was built in 1826 as a
residence for the Earl of Buck-
ingham but is now a Christian
Guild Holidays centre with ac-
commodation for 136 guests
(our numbers will be limited by
the size of the coach). There are
spacious gardens and lawns and a
heated swimming pool

Trips being planned include a
boat excursion up the river Exe
,and visits to Exmouth and Bic-
ton Park Gardens There will be
time to relax and enjoy the town
and gardens.

As usual, we shall start the day
with a brief after-breakfast
prayer and on three evenings we

shall (continued on page 3)






